
Numbers 35:9-15 



There are four parallels between the 
cities of refuge and the church. 



Parallel 1: A Place for Strangers. 
 

“These six towns will be a place of 
refuge for Israelites, aliens, and any 
other people living among them, so 
that anyone who has killed another 
accidentally can flee there.”   
       Numbers 35:15 



Parallel 1: A Place for Strangers. 
 

A. A City Designed for Strangers. 

B. They were Welcome there. 

C. Are Strangers Welcome Here? 



“Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you have me something 
to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I 
was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me’” 

           Matthew 25:34-36 



Parallel 2: A Place for Undesirables. 
 

“They will be places of refuge from the 
avenger, so that a person accused of 
murder may not die before he stands 
trial before the assembly.”   

    Numbers 35:12 



Parallel 2: A Place for Undesirables. 
 

A. The Woman at the well. 

B. The Accused Adulteress. 

C. The Sinners who ate with Christ. 



Parallel 3: A Place for Victims of 
Circumstance. 
 

“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 
When you cross the Jordan into Canaan, 
select some towns to be your cities of 
refuge, to which a person who has killed 
someone accidentally may flee.”   
    Numbers 35:10-11 



Parallel 3: A Place for Victims of 
Circumstance. 
 

A. Key word “Accidentally”. 

B. People who are Less Fortunate. 

C. People who are Hurting. 

 



Parallel 4: A Place where People found 
Hope. 
 

“Then Moses set aside three cities east of the 
Jordan, to which anyone who had killed a 
person could flee if he had unintentionally 
killed his neighbor without malice 
aforethought. He could flee into one of those 
cities and save his life.”   

    Deuteronomy 4:41-42 



Parallel 4: A Place where People found 
Hope. 
 

A. Often their only Hope. 

B. Found a new Life and Identity. 

C. The Purpose of the Church. 
 

“The thief comes only to steal and kills and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life, 
and have it to the full.”  John 10:10 



Question:  

Is our Church a City of Refuge? 


